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ARTS AND EDGES REGIONAL ARTS AUSTRALIA SUMMIT 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [3.44 pm]: Last Thursday I had the 
pleasure of attending the opening of the Arts and Edges Regional Arts Australia summit held in  
Kalgoorlie–Boulder. Also in attendance was the federal Minister for the Arts, Senator George Brandis. This 
biannual event is the nation’s largest regional arts gathering and the state government, through the Department of 
Culture and the Arts, was proud to be a major partner, providing $300 000 towards the summit plus travel grants 
to Western Australian artists and arts workers wishing to attend. 

The summit ran from Thursday, 16 October to Sunday, 19 October, and featured performances, exhibitions, 
talks, workshops and panel discussions, bringing almost 600 people from around the country to share their 
experiences. The majority of events centred on the Goldfields Arts Centre, which has had $6.2 million allocated 
for capital upgrades and operating costs through royalties for regions. There was an overwhelming positive 
atmosphere in Kalgoorlie–Boulder with something for everyone, covering the art forms of theatre, dance, music, 
visual arts, writing, film and digital media. It was truly a celebration of culture and regional Australia with the 
intent to create links between artists and audiences across the nation. 

While at the summit I was pleased to launch the Department of Culture and the Arts’ regional action plan and 
announce the first round of recipients of the $900 000 regional touring boost grants program. It was clear 
throughout my visit that the delegates and the speakers were passionate about regional arts and the contribution 
of arts and culture to creating active and vibrant regional communities. I congratulate Regional Arts Australia 
and Country Arts WA for organising such a fantastic event in the goldfields–Esperance region and for their 
ongoing support for and commitment to provide opportunities for both our regional artists and our regional 
communities to enjoy truly world-class artistic and cultural experiences. 
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